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Honorable R. A. Courtney
County Auditor

Angelina County

lurkin, Texas

Dear S5ir;

garefully coneidered by this de
your lstter of request 23 fol

38 a Deputy

*l, When a person is\ apj : .
L for the Offi-

by aay County Official, i
cer deputizing sai
- ut-tion out of hls
hin; thereby,
~th he amOe-t of the record=-
; or sholld the person
ding fee out of his
Ay Officiel insists that

it out of his report.
oording fee should de
Be advise,

ficiels are drawing a yearly palayy,
being pafd ofie twelfth of said =alary sach month,
but contend thet these fsez should bde paid by tne
County out of County Tunds,®

The populetion of Angelina County, Texas, eaccording
to the last preseding Federel Censues of 1930 is 27,803 inhabi-
tants, %e underetand from your letter that the preoinot offi-
oer: are ocompensated upon & salury basis as well es the county
officers.

NO COMMUMICATION I8 TO BE CONETRUED AS A DERAATMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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Section (b) of Article 3899, Vernon's Annoteted
Texas Civil Statutes, reads in part as follows:

"(b) Bach officer nemed in tis iot, where
he receives a salery as oomnensaticn for his
services, shall be empowered end permitted to pur-
ochese and have charged to his ocounty all reascn-
able expences necesssary in the prorer snd legal
conduet of his office, premiurs on officiels?
bonds, premium on fire, bdurglary, theft, rodbery
insurence protecting publio funds and inclusing
the cost of surety bonds for his Deputics, such
expenses to be passed on, pre-determined and zllow-
ed in kind end smounta, es nearly &s possible, by
the Commissioners' Court once each month for the
ensuing month, upon the epplication by euch offi=-
cer, steting the kind, probadble emount of expendi-
ture and the necessity for the sxpenses of his
office for such ensuing month, which application
shall, before presentation to suid court, first be
endorsed by the County Auvditor, i1f any, otherwise
the County Treasurer, only ag to whether funds
are avallable for payrent of Buch eXPeBEB sessee

"Such purdheses shzll be mede by each offi-
cer, when &llowed, only by requisition in manner
provided by the County Auditor, if any, otherwise
by the Commissioners' Oourt. EZech officer shall,
at the close of esch xonth of his tenus of offics,
make an itemized and sworn report of all approved -
expenses inourred by him and charged to his county,
acoompanying such report with invoices covering
such purchases and requisitions issued by him in
support of such report. If such expenses bde ine
eurred in oonnection with any gartioular case, such
report shall name such c asse. uch report, involoces
and requisitions shall be sudbject to the audit of
the County .uditor, if any, otherwiss by the Com-
nissionerst Court, and if it appears that any item
was not incurred by such officer, or thet such item
was not & necesssry or legel expense of such office,
or purchesed upon proper requisition,such item shall
be by said County Auditor or court rejected, in
which cese the paymeat of such item may be adjudie
oated in any ocourt of ccrmpetent jurisdietion., All



Honcrable R, A. Courtney, pege 3

such approved oleims snd acccunts shall b»e paid
from the Offiocers'! Salary Fund unless otherwise
provided herein., ., ."

The law requires the appointment or deputation of
cartain deputy county officers to be reccrded, For example,
viz: Deputy Sheriffs, Article 68869; Deputy County Clerks,
Article 19383 Deputy District Clerks, irticle 1898; eto.

All offiolal bonds of county officere thit are re-
quired by law tc be epproved by ths commissionera' gcourt, and
which have been so arproved must be recorded by the county
clerk, (article 6000?

Cormmiesloners' Courtz are courts of limited juris-
diction, in thet their authority extends only to matters
rerteining to the genercl welfere of their respective coun~
ties and that their powers ere only those exprassly or im-
Pliedly conferred upon them by lew, - thet is, by the Conatitu-
tion and statutes of this State.

Article 3899, Section (b}, supra, does not suthorize
the county to pay the cost of recording the arpointment or
deputations of deputy county offiocers,

Article 3899, Section {b), supra, suthorizes the
peyrent of rremiums on the officiel bdonde of the officers
nemed in the ect and the coest of surety donds for their
deputies when its oonditions are ccmplied with, Road Com-
missicners are not nermed in the aot and consequently the
premium on t'eir bonds must be reid dy the Roed Commission-
ers personally,

Artiele 3899, Seotion (b}, supra, specifically
authorized the payment of the promium on bonds of county
officiels and their deputies, We are of the cpinion that
this authorization will not include: the cost of recording
these bonds, whioh expense ww think is a personel expense and
should be borne perecnelly by the officers aid deputies,

You are therefore reepectfully advised thet it is
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the opinion of this department that the county hes no author-
ity to pey the recording fees menticned in your twe questions
and trhat the sare shcoculd be pald rerscnslly by ssid deputies and

by said officials.
Youre very truly

TTCRIZY GZTTTR.Y COF TEXAS

By
Wr. J. Yanning
Asglistent

WITEW

APTROVED JUNE 7, 1940
/8/ Grover Sellers

First assistant
Attorney Cenersl

APPROVED CPINION CCMMITTEE
BY /s/ BYB Chuirman



